
Application to be a member (Fellow) of the Western Ch’an Fellowship 
 
Please refer to the Objects of the Fellowship and the requirements for membership (Fellowship), as laid down in the 
constitution, which are shown in extract overleaf. If you do not fulfil the requirements then you may not join as a 
Fellow, but you are still welcome to attend all events/retreats etc on the same terms as Fellows. If you nearly fulfil the 
requirements e.g. your retreat experience does not match that specified but you have additional retreat experience 
elsewhere, then you may submit an application for consideration by the executive committee. 
 
Details may be kept on a computer database. This would be used for the purpose of membership administration, 
mailing of publications, and notification of activities in your area. 
 
I do not* object to the Fellowship holding your membership record on computer. 
 (delete the word not if you do object) 
 
I wish to apply to join as a Fellow. I support the objects of the Fellowship. 
 
I either: 
 
� Confirm that I fulfil all the requirements for fellowship, or 
 
� Request consideration of my circumstances, which fall short of the full requirements. 
 
In either case please state overleaf your relevant retreat experience, giving the 
type and approximate dates of at least the minimum three qualifying retreats. 
 
The membership fee is currently £30 per annum (£10 if unwaged). 
  
I enclose a cheque for membership fee (£30 or £10):    ________ 

 
Optional additional donation:    ________ 
 
 
Total enclosed:     ________ 

 
 
� I have completed the supplementary information section overleaf. 
 
Name:      Date of birth:  Sex:   
 
Telephone/Fax/Email 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Signed:       Date: 
 
 
Send completed application with payment (payable to “Western Chan Fellowship”) to: 
Stuart McLeod (Membership Secretary), 195 Gillingham Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4EP. 



Supplementary information for your application: 
 
Retreats attended: 
 
1   2   3   Other 
 
 
 
 
Fellows will receive New Chan Forum free as a benefit of membership. Are you a currently paid-up subscriber to the 
New Chan Forum, and if so do you wish to claim a reduced WCF subscription in respect of the value of the remaining 
issues of your NCF subscription, or do you wish to donate the outstanding credit to the Fellowship? 
 
Do you attend a local Chan group?  If so which one? 
 
 
Excerpts from the constitution stating the “Objects” of the Fellowship and the 
requirements to be eligible for membership (Fellowship). 
 
Objects. 
 

The Charity's Objects ("the Objects") are 
 

To advance the education of the public in the principles of Buddhism by providing training in Buddhist meditation, 
Buddhist philosophical insight and Buddhist precepts by means of the teaching, practice and transmission of the 
Chinese Lin Chi tradition of Ch'an, as transmitted through Master Sheng Yen, 

 
and as a supplement to such training: 

 
i. to provide training in Buddhist meditation as developed in Tibet and elsewhere and 
 
ii. to provide facilities for the investigation and study of Buddhist theory psychology and practice, 

and its relation to contemporary Western thought. 
 
Fellowship. 
 
1. Membership of the Charity (“Fellowship”) shall be open to any person over the age of 18 years 

interested in furthering the Objects, and who has paid the annual subscription laid down from time 
to time by the Executive Committee and who is qualified in accordance with subclause 2 of this 
clause. 

 
2. A Fellow shall have completed a minimum of three retreats, such retreats to have been undertaken 

either within the programme offered by the Charity or at Maenllwyd retreat centre prior to the 
formation of the Charity, one of which shall have been a Western Zen Retreat and one a Ch'an 
Retreat, or such other retreats outside the said programme as the Executive Committee deem to be 
broadly equivalent  

 
and shall take Refuge in the Three Jewels and agree to follow to the best of his/her ability the 

Precepts of Buddhism 
 
and shall undertake to carry out a regular personal practice of Buddhism 
 
and  shall undertake to attend at least one retreat provided by the Charity in every three years 

except in the case of inability owing to age, injury, or illness. 


